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At Wakefield Grammar Pre-Preparatory School, we recognise all children in the EYFS are unique
and that their individual experiences, both in and out of school, will play a vital part in developing
them as individuals. Because of this, each child will have lots of different ideas and ways of playing.
We also recognise that all children in our EYFS setting should have equal opportunity to access all
play provision.

Through careful observation of each individual child as they play, we aim to provide stimulating and
enjoyable play experiences for every child in our EYFS settings. Observations of children at play
inform the EYFS provision planning on a weekly and half-termly basis.

Play experiences may be inside or outside and may be adult-led or child initiated. Children may play
on their own, alongside other children or play cooperatively. Play may be quiet or energetic but the
safety of individuals and groups are monitored by staff at all times.

Role play with guns or swords is not part of our curriculum. The making of such toys with
construction material is discouraged but not outlawed.

Our objectives during play are to:

● Extend the choice and control that children have over their play, the freedom they enjoy and the
satisfaction they gain from it.

● Recognise the child’s need to test boundaries and respond positively to that need.
● Manage the balance between the need to offer risk and the need to keep children safe from

harm.
● Maximize the range of play opportunities through planned and spontaneous provision.
● Promote independence and good self-esteem.
● Allow for multisensory learning.
● Develop children’s respect for others and offer opportunities for social interaction.
● Foster the child’s wellbeing, healthy growth and development, knowledge and understanding,

creativity and capacity to learn.

The Nature of EYFS Play Provision at Wakefield Grammar Pre-Preparatory School

FS1 (Nursery) is on the ground floor of our school and this enables the children to have access to
both indoor  and outdoor learning activities, with staff supervising at all times.

FS2 (Reception) classrooms are on the first floor and are accessed by a staircase. The children are
accompanied when they are involved in outdoor provision. This takes place at timetabled intervals
throughout the school day. Each FS2 class has continuous areas of provision and access to a third
class for large construction. We have also got a fourth classroom for FS2 which enables
indoor/outdoor provision and large scale or ‘messy’ activities.

Developing the Areas of Learning through play



1. Personal, Social and Emotional Development

● The resources and experiences provide opportunities for children to develop cooperation and
build relationships.

● Children are encouraged to work together, take turns and help each other.
● Children are encouraged to take responsibility for the resources in both indoors and outside

areas.
● They are able to access equipment in areas and tidy resources away independently.
● The organization and management of play areas support children in initiating and developing

their own ideas and interests.
● Children are encouraged to develop a sense of wonder about living things and natural

phenomena.
● Children develop their understanding and show respect for living things.
● The resources and experiences provide opportunities for children to act out their feelings.

2. Physical Development

● The planning of equipment in the classroom and outdoor area takes into account all stages of the
children's physical development.

● There is a good range of equipment to develop children's coordination and control skills.
● The resources and equipment encourage a variety of ways of using the body.
● The children are presented with challenges that enable them to discover what they are able to

do, whilst learning about the limitations of their bodies.
● Children are able to experience a variety of different sized materials and use them in a variety of

ways.
● Children are encouraged to use their bodies imaginatively e.g. dance, music and movement and

on large and small apparatus,
● Staff ensure that all children have equal access to all areas of physical learning

3. Communication and Language

● There is a good range of stimulating first-hand experiences for the children and adults to talk
about.

● There are places for the children to talk with each other.
● Planning for collaborative tasks and experiences
● Shared speaking and listening activities, reporting back to peers and adults
● Encourage children to talk through shared experiences
● Stories are told/ read/ re- enacted in both indoor and outdoor areas.
● Children are encouraged to express their ideas and interests through role play.
● A storytelling chair allows children to take the role of a story teller

4. Literacy

• Reading, mark making and writing are incorporated into activities and experiences. They are
relevant and meaningful to children's interests and patterns of learning.

• Children are increasingly encouraged to use the written word, to mark make or write for a range
of purposes, e.g. signs, messages, tickets.

• Non-fiction books are a stimulus for investigations and as reference material.
• Word banks and writing resources are provided in play areas.
• We understand the importance of vocabulary and build opportunities to develop enhanced

vocabulary (Tier 2/3 vocabulary) throughout every area of learning.
• We develop a love of learning and understand that reading and high quality texts should be a

core component of all areas of learning in EYFS.
• Story time is sacred and children are encouraged to bring in and choose their own texts.

5. Mathematics



● Children are encouraged to explore patterns, shape, measurement and numbers in the natural
and man-made world.

● Children can work in 3D.
● The available resources enable children to solve mathematical problems.
● Staff encourage children to develop and use their mathematical language.
● The range of equipment enables children to work on a variety of scales.
● Numbers are incorporated into children's play.
● We follow the CPA approach - giving children concrete and pictorial experiences before we apply

this to the abstract.
● We want children to experience joy in maths in the same way we encourage this for reading.
● Children are encouraged to write numbers or record mathematical ideas in relevant and

appropriate ways at their own level and pace.

6. Understanding the World

● Children are encouraged to observe and express their ideas about similarities and differences in
the natural world.

● Children are encouraged to explore the physical environment and are able to solve problems in
their own way.

● Changes in the weather are used to stimulate investigative work.
● There is a good range of natural and man-made materials for children and adults to talk about.
● There is a sufficient range of resources to develop children's interest in movement.
● Children are able to use a range of natural and made materials to design, make and build.
● Both indoor and outdoor areas are organised so that children are provided with opportunities to

play out their life experiences and to develop imaginative play.
● Staff support and develop children's imaginative play related to life experiences.
● Staff ensure that all children have access to a wide range of experiences and resources in a

variety of sizes to allow both large and small world play.

7.  Expressive Arts and Design

● Children are encouraged to represent their ideas imaginatively.
● There are a range of materials so that they can create 2D and 3D images.
● Children are encouraged to explore colour, shape and texture within natural materials.
● Staff plan for music, movement, dance, singing and drama to take place.
● Children have a weekly music lesson and singing session with the rest of the Foundation stage

from a music specialist teacher.
● They have the opportunity to perform through drama and music in Nativities and other

performances during the year.
● Children have the opportunity to experience a large range of textures and different materials.
● Opportunities are provided for children to develop large-scale work.
● Appropriate resources are available to support large-scale mark making.
● A stage allows the children to plan and perform plays and stories.
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