
 

WAKEFIELD GIRLS HIGH SCHOOL JUNIOR SCHOOL 

CURRICULUM POLICY 
 

(Refer to the following policies: Teaching and Learning, Pastoral Care and Behaviour, 
SEND, PSHE, Subject policies, Early Years Foundation Stage.) 
 

1  Introduction 

1.1 At Wakefield Girls High School Junior School, the curriculum is all the planned activities 
that we organise in order to promote learning, personal growth and development. It 
includes not only the formal requirements of the academic curriculum, but also the various 
extra-curricular activities that the school organises in order to enrich the children's 
experience. It also includes the 'hidden curriculum' – what the children learn from the way 
they are treated and expected to behave. We want children to grow into positive, 
responsible people, who can work and cooperate with others while at the same time 
developing their knowledge and skills, in order to achieve their true potential. 

1.2 We seek the highest standards of attainment for all our children. We also value the breadth 
of the curriculum that we provide. We aim to foster creativity in our children, and to help 
them become independent learners. Above all, we believe in making learning fun. 

 

2  Aims and objectives 

2.1  The aims of the curriculum reflect the whole school aims of Wakefield Girls High School            
Junior School: 

 Give a good all round education to each pupil 

 Encourage academic excellence and nurture talents 

 Encourage each child to fulfil their full potential 

 Develop an individual's potential through excellent teaching, praise and encouragement 

 Maintain traditional values in the modern context 

 Prepare children for the next stage in their education 

 

3  Ethos and Values 

3.1  Our Junior School curriculum is underpinned by the following whole school ethos:  

 Pupils will learn in a happy, caring and stimulating environment in which pupils develop 
self- motivation, initiative and a spirit of enquiry. 

 Pupils will be equipped with the wisdom of the past and technology for the future. 

 Pupils will achieve their potential and flourish through excellent teaching, praise 
encouragement,  

 Pupils will be well prepared for the next phase of education within the Foundation 
 

“The greatest gift we can give any child is the ability to learn how to learn” – Karl Rogers 
 
 
4.       The Curriculum and Fundamental British Values 
 
 Wakefield Girls High School Junior School actively promotes British Values through collective 
worship and whole school systems and structures such as electing and running a School Council. 
We also actively promote the British values through ensuring that our curriculum planning and 



delivery includes opportunities for exploring these values. Actively promoting British Values also 
means challenging pupils, staff or parents expressing opinions contrary to fundamental British 
Values, including ‘extremist’ views. 
  
Fundamental British values are promoted in the following ways: 
 
Democracy: 
Democracy is an important value at our school. Pupils have the opportunity to have their voices 
heard through our School Council and the election of members of the School Council. Children 
receive Star of the Week, an award to individual children who show they are modelling the values 
of the school. The children work together and have agreed sets of classroom expectations, which 
they actively work and live by. These and our Golden Rules are available in each classroom and 
influence what is our agreed acceptable behaviour.  
 
The Rule of Law: 
The importance of laws and rules, whether they are those that govern the class, the school or the 
country, are reinforced throughout regular school days. Our Red Card System and Sunshine and 
Cloud system for behaviour are aligned to an agreed set of expectations linked to Golden Rules. 
Pupils learn the value and reasons behind laws, that they govern and protect us, the 
responsibilities that this involves and the consequences when laws are broken. 
 
Individual Liberty:  
Pupils are actively encouraged to make choices at our school, knowing that they are in a safe and 
supportive environment. We provide boundaries for our children to make choices safely, through 
the provision of a safe environment and planned curriculum. Pupils are encouraged to know, 
understand and exercise their rights and personal freedoms and are advised how to exercise these 
safely, for example through our e-Safety teaching and PSHE lessons. Pupils are given the freedom 
to make choices, e.g. signing up for extra-curricular clubs, choose the level of challenge in some 
lessons and are becoming increasingly more involved in child–led learning. 
 
Mutual Respect: 
Part of our school ethos and behaviour policy are based around core  values such as ‘respect’ and 
‘responsibility’ and these values determine how we live as a community at WGHJS. Children and 
adults alike, including visitors, are challenged if they are disrespectful in any way. 
 
Tolerance of Those of Different Faiths and Beliefs: 
This is achieved through enhancing pupils’ understanding of their place in a culturally diverse 
society and by giving them opportunities to experience such diversity in our local community. 
Discussions involving prejudices and prejudice-based bullying are supported by learning in RE and 
PSHE.  
 
 

5 The curriculum organisation and planning (refer to Appendix 1) 

5.1  The curriculum is the means by which Wakefield Girls’ High School Junior School achieves 
its objective of educating children in the knowledge, skills and understanding that they need 
in order to achieve their potential, become life long learners and lead fulfilling lives.  
Wakefield Girls High School Junior School offers full time education for girls of compulsory 
school age 4 – 11 and part time or fulltime nursery education for boys and girls from 3 
years. The Key Stage 2 curriculum is delivered in 25 hours of timetabled time and Key 
Stage 1 in 23 hours and 20 minutes of timetabled time.  

           The DfE Circular 7/90 sets out the following suggested minimum weekly teaching times as a 
guide for schools: 

           Age 5-7: 21 hours  

           Age 8-11: 23.5 hours 



 

5.2  The curriculum delivered at Wakefield Girls High School Junior School gives: 

 Linguistic experience through the four dimensions of language; listening, reading, 
speaking and writing. These experiences will be mainly gained through the teaching 
of Literacy and Language, but also through speech and drama, cross curricular 
themes and the opportunities for children to gain confidence in speaking to others. 

 Mathematical experience through mathematics lessons which include numerical 
understanding, problem solving, practical work, investigation and discussion. 
Mathematical experience is also given through reasoning and cross curricular 
themes in Science, Art and Design Technology. 

 Scientific experience through science lessons which include opportunities for 
observation, enquiry, investigation, use of technology and learning about the 
environment. Scientific experience is also provided through cross curricular themes 
in Mathematics, Geography and Design Technology.  

 Technological experience, through the use of ICT in all subjects and in Computing 
lessons.  

 Human and social experience through the study of society and its institutions in 
History, Geography and PSHE lessons.  

 Physical experience through the coordination of mind and body in Physical 
Education lessons, cross curricular themes in Science and the principles of healthy 
lifestyles in PSHE. 

 Aesthetic and creative education through an appreciation of and practical 
engagement with art, culture, music, drama, and literature. 

 

5.3 The pupils in the Reception class and Nursery follow the statutory education and welfare 
requirements of the 2014 EYFS Curriculum and Statutory Framework 2017. Learning is 
through the seven areas of curriculum of which three are Prime areas: 

 Communication and language 

 Physical Development 

 Personal, social and emotional development   

In addition there are four specific areas: 

 Literacy 

 Mathematics 

 Understanding the world 

 Expressive arts and design 

  

Playing and exploring, active learning and creating and thinking critically (the 
‘Characteristics of Effective Learning’) underpin learning and development throughout the 
Reception class and Nursery curriculum. 

 
5.4  The curriculum delivered in Years 1 – 6 is based on the Primary Curriculum 2014 which is 

adapted to meet the academic needs of the girls at Wakefield Girls High School Junior 
School. Pupils study English, Maths, Science, Computing, History, Geography, Art, RE, 
French/ Spanish, PE, Music, D&T and PSHE. These areas may be delivered as discrete 
subjects or within cross-curricular topics, depending on the area of study and the age of the 



child. Visits and visitors play an important part in enriching the curriculum. Residential visits 
take place in Years 3 – 6.   

 
5.5      In accordance with statutory requirements (2020) Relationship Education is taught, mainly 

through PSHE, and covers the following areas: 
o Families and people who care for me 
o Caring friendships 
o Respectful relationships 
o Online relationships 
o Being safe 

 
5.6  The curriculum is planned and delivered by qualified teachers with the support of classroom 

assistants, who work with individuals or groups of pupils to ensure all pupils make good 
progress. Specialist teachers deliver aspects of the curriculum such as PE, and Music. 
Pupils are supervised at all times by an adult and are taught lessons by qualified teachers. 

 
5.7 At WGHJS we seek to take learning beyond the curriculum and offer a range of 

extracurricular and enrichment activities of great diversity: for example, choir, science, 
swimming, art, Performing Arts, Martial Arts . These activities take place during the lunch 
time and after school. A termly timetable is published for parents and pupils. 

 
5.8 We plan our curriculum in three phases. The long-term plan for each key stage indicates 

what topics are to be taught in each term, and to which groups of children. The subject 
leader is responsible for reviewing this long-term plan on an annual basis. 

5.9  The medium-term plans, give clear guidance on the objectives and teaching strategies for 
each topic.  

5.91  Our short-term plans are those that the teachers write on a weekly basis. We use these to 
set out the learning objectives, outcomes and identify what resources and activities are 
going to be used in the lesson. Short term planning is submitted weekly and is monitored by 
the Deputy Head Academic and subject leaders. 

5.92 Our curriculum planning emphasises knowledge, skills and understanding so that progress 
in these areas can be identified and monitored.  We believe that all children should make at 
least good progress in these areas if they are to develop their true potential. 

6 Access to the curriculum 

6.1  The curriculum is designed to be accessed by all children. If we think it necessary to modify 
some children’s access to the curriculum, in order to meet their needs, then we do this in 
consultation with parents. The Disability Access Plan documents how the school will work 
to improve access over a period of 3 years. 

6.2  If children have special needs, we meet the individual needs and comply with the 
requirements set out in the SEN Code of Practice. If a child displays signs of having special 
learning needs then they will be assessed in school. The teacher will provide the resources 
and educational opportunities that meet the child's needs within normal class organisation. 
The child will receive specialist support if the need is a diagnosed condition or if, on 
assessing, an area of concern is identified. 

6.3  The school provides an Individual Support Plan (ISP) for children who are on the special 
needs register and receive learning support. This sets out the nature of the special need, 
and outlines how the school will aim to address it. The ISP sets out targets for 
improvement, so that we can review and monitor the progress of each child at termly 
intervals. 

6.4  We are committed to meeting the needs of children with disabilities, as we are to meeting 
the needs of all groups of children within our school. The school complies fully with the 
requirements of the Equality Act 2010. All reasonable steps are taken to ensure that these 
children are not placed at a substantial disadvantage compared with non-disabled children. 



Teaching and learning are appropriately modified for children with disabilities. For example, 
they may be given additional time to complete certain activities, or the teaching materials 
may be adapted. 

6.5      If a child is admitted to the school with an Educational Health Care plan the plan will be 
reviewed annually by the LA and the school will provide any provision specified on the plan. 

6.6       Pupils who have English as an additional language and who have not got a good grasp of 
English will be supported by being immersed in a language rich environment initially. If 
more specific support is required this will be provided by teaching assistants under the 
direction of the teacher. If further support is required the learning support teacher may be 
involved. 

 The Foundation Stage 

7.1 The curriculum that we teach in the Reception class and Nursery meets all statutory 
requirements as set out in the Early Years Framework 2014. Our curriculum planning 
focuses on the Early Learning Goals and on developing children's skills and experiences. 

7.2 Our school fully supports the principle that young children learn through play, and by 
engaging in well-planned and structured activities that are both adult and child led. 
Teaching builds on the experiences of the children in their learning.  

7.3 Each term in the Reception class, the teachers will assess each child and record this in the 
Foundation Stage Profile. Children’s learning is assessed as either ‘emerging’ ‘expected’ or 
‘exceeding’ in relation to each Early Learning Goal in the seven curriculum areas.  This 
profile forms an important part of the future curriculum planning and is moderated annually 
by Wakefield Local Authority. 

7.4  We are well aware that all children need the support of both the parents and the teachers to 
make good progress in school. We strive to build positive links with the parents of each 
child, by keeping them informed about how the children are learning and how well each 
child is progressing. 

8  The role of the subject leader 

8.1 The role of the subject leader is to: 

 Provide a strategic lead and direction for the subject 

 Support and advise colleagues on issues related to the subject 

 Monitor pupils' progress in that subject area 

 Provide efficient resource management for the subject 

 
8.2  It is the role of each subject leader to keep up to date with developments in their subject, at 

both national and local levels. They review the way in which the subject is taught in the 
school, and plan for improvement. This development planning links to whole-school 
objectives. Each subject leader reviews the curriculum plans for the subject, ensures that 
there is width and depth of subject coverage and sees that progression is planned into 
schemes of work. The subject leader also keeps records of achievement in her subject 
area.  

9 Monitoring and review. 

9.1  The Head of the Junior School is responsible for the day-to-day organisation of the 
curriculum. The Deputy Head Academic monitors the weekly planning for all teachers, 
ensuring that all classes are taught the full requirements of the curriculum, and that all 
lessons have appropriate learning objectives. 

9.2  Subject leaders monitor the way in which their subject is taught throughout the school. They 
examine long-term and medium-term planning, and ensure that appropriate teaching 



strategies are used. Subject leaders also have responsibility for monitoring the way in 
which resources are stored and managed. 

9.3 This policy is monitored and reviewed in accordance with the School’s policy review.  

 

Updated: March 2016 by SLT 
 
Reviewed in accordance with Wakefield Girls High School Junior School policy review 
programme January 2019 by Rachel Edwards, SLT and staff. 

 
Updated: September 2019 by RE and SLT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Appendix 1 

 

Year 1 Curriculum Plan 
 
Subject Number of 

lessons/wk 
Number 
of pupils 

Number 
of classes 
/ groups 

Mixed Ability/Sets 

Maths 12 x 30min 
 

29 2 Mixed Ability 

English/RWI 10 x 30min 
 

29 2 Pupils in RWI groups based on 
ability. Delivery over 5 days. 

Science 3 x 30min 
 

29 2 Mixed Ability 

Art/DT 2 x 30min 
 

29 2 Mixed Ability 

Humanities 3 x 30min 
 

29 2 Mixed Ability 

RE 2 x 30min 
 

29 2 Mixed Ability 

PSHE 2 x 30min 
 

29 2 Mixed Ability 

Music 2 x 30min 
 

29 2 Mixed Ability 

French 1 x 30min 
 

29 2 Mixed Ability 

Computing 2 x 30min 
 

29 2 Mixed Ability 

PE 2 x 30min 
 

29 2 Mixed Ability 

Swim 1 x 30min 
 

29 2 Mixed Ability 

Library 1 x 30min 
 

29 2 Mixed Ability 

Hymn 
Singing 

1 x 30min 
 

29 1 Mixed Ability 



 
Year 2 Curriculum Plan 
 
Subject Number of 

lessons/wk 
Number 
of pupils 

Number 
of classes 
/ groups 

Mixed Ability/Sets 

Maths 12 x 30min 
 

29 2 Mixed Ability 

English 10 x 30min 
 

29 2 Mixed Ability 

Science 3 x 30min 
 

29 2 Mixed Ability 

Art/DT 2 x 30min 
 

29 2 Mixed Ability 

Humanities 3 x 30min 
 

29 2 Mixed Ability 

RE 2 x 30min 
 

29 2 Mixed Ability 

PSHE 2 x 30min 
 

29 2 Mixed Ability 

Music 2 x 30min 
 

29 2 Mixed Ability 

French 1 x 30min 
 

29 2 Mixed Ability 

Computing 2 x 30min 
 

29 2 Mixed Ability 

PE 2 x 30min 
 

29 2 Mixed Ability 

Swim 1 x 30min 
 

29 2 Mixed Ability 

Library 1 x 30min 
 

29 2 Mixed Ability 

Hymn 
Singing 

1 x 30min 
 

29 1 Mixed Ability 

 



Year 3 Curriculum Plan 
 
Subject Number of 

lessons/wk 
Number 
of pupils 

No. of 
classes/sets 

Mixed 
Ability/Sets 

Additional 
Information 

Maths 12 x 30min 34 2 Mixed Ability  
 

English 10 x 30min 34 2 Mixed Ability  
 

Science 3 x 30min 34 2 Mixed Ability  
 

Art/DT 2 x 30min 34 2 Mixed Ability  
 

Humanities 2 x 30min 34 2 Mixed Ability Geography taught in 
Autumn, History 
taught in 
Spring/Summer, and 
through Y3 
residential (1 day) 

RE 1 x 30min 34 2 Mixed Ability  
 

PSHE 2 x 30min 34 2 Mixed Ability  
 

Music 2 x 30min 34 2 Mixed Ability  
 

French 1 x 30min 34 2 Mixed Ability  
 

Computing 2 x 30min 34 2 Mixed Ability  
 

PE 2 x 30min 34 2 Mixed Ability  
 

Games 2 x 30min 34 2 Mixed Ability  
 

Swimming 
 

1 x 30min 34 2 Mixed Ability  
 

Class Reading  1 x 30min 
 

34 2 Mixed Ability  

Hymn 
Signing 

1 x 30min 34 1 Mixed Ability  

 
Note: lessons taking place in the afternoon are slightly longer in length 30-35 mins 



Year 4 Curriculum Plan 
 
Subject Number of 

lessons/wk 
Number 
of pupils 

No. of 
classes/sets 

Mixed 
Ability/Sets 

Additional 
Information 

Maths 12 x 30min 37 2 Mixed Ability  
 

English 10 x 30min 37 2 Mixed Ability  
 

Science 3 x 30min 37 2 Mixed Ability  
 

Art/DT 2 x 30min 37 2 Mixed Ability  
 

Humanities 2 x 30min 37 2 Mixed Ability History taught in 
Autumn/Summer, 
Geography taught in 
Spring and through 
Y4 residential (2 
days) 

RE 1 x 30min 37 2 Mixed Ability  
 

PSHE 2 x 30min 37 2 Mixed Ability  
 

Music 2 x 30min 37 2 Mixed Ability  
 

French 1 x 30min 37 2 Mixed Ability  
 

Computing 2 x 30min 37 2 Mixed Ability  
 

PE 1 x 30min 37 2 Mixed Ability  
 

Games 2 x 30min 37 2 Mixed Ability  
 

Swimming 
 

1 x 30min 37 2 Mixed Ability  
 

Class 
Reading  

1 x 30min 
 

37 2 Mixed Ability  

Hymn 
Signing 

1 x 30min 37 1 Mixed Ability  

 

Note: lessons taking place in the afternoon are slightly longer in length 30-35 mins 



Year 5 Curriculum Plan 

 
Subject Number of 

lessons/wk 
Number 
of pupils 

No. of 
classes/sets 

Mixed 
Ability/Sets 

Additional 
Information 

Maths 12 x 30min 43 2 Mixed Ability  
 

English 10 x 30min 43 2 Mixed Ability  
 

Science 4 x 30min 43 2 Mixed Ability  
 

Art/DT 2 x 30min 43 2 Mixed Ability  
 

Humanities 2 x 30min 43 2 Mixed Ability History taught in 
Autumn, Geography 
taught in Spring, 
Summer and through 
Y5 residential. 

RE 1 x 45min 43 2 Mixed Ability  
 

PSHE 1 x 45min 43 2 Mixed Ability  
 

Music 2 x 30min 43 2 Mixed Ability  
 

French 1 x 30min 43 2 Mixed Ability  
 

Computing 2 x 30min 43 2 Mixed Ability  
 

PE 2 x 30min 43 2 Mixed Ability  
 

Games 2 x 30min 43 2 Mixed Ability  
 

Class 
Reading 

1 x 30min 
 

43 2 Mixed Ability  

Hymn 
Signing 

1 x 30min 43 1 Mixed Ability  

 
Note: lessons taking place in the afternoon are slightly longer in length 30-35 mins 



Year 6 Curriculum Plan 
 
Subject Number of 

lessons/wk 
Number 
of pupils 

No. of 
classes/sets 

Mixed 
Ability/Sets 

Additional 
Information 

Maths 12 x 30min 57 3 Mixed Ability  
 

English 10 x 30min 57 3 Mixed Ability  
 

Science 4 x 30min 57 3 Mixed Ability  
 

Art/DT 2 x 30min 57 3 Mixed Ability  
 

Humanities 2 x 30min 57 3 Mixed Ability History taught in 
Autumn/Spring. 
Geography taught in 
Summer and through 
Y6 residential (1 week) 

RE 1 x 45min 57 3 Mixed Ability  
 

PSHE 1 x 45min 57 3 Mixed Ability  
 

Music 2 x 30min 57 3 Mixed Ability  
 

Spanish 1 x 30min 57 3 Mixed Ability  
 

Computing 2 x 30min 57 3 Mixed Ability  
 

PE 2 x 30min 57 3 Mixed Ability  
 

Games 2 x 30min 57 3 Mixed Ability  
 

Class 
Reading 

1 x 30min 
 

57 3 Mixed Ability  

Hymn 
Signing 

1 x 30min 57 1 Mixed Ability  

 
Note: lessons taking place in the afternoon are slightly longer in length 30-35 mins 

 


