
WAKEFIELD GIRLS’ HIGH SCHOOL JUNIOR SCHOOL 

 
ADMISSIONS POLICY AND PROCESS FOR CANDIDATES AGES 4 TO 11 

 

Introduction 

Wakefield Grammar School Foundation operates selective schools. The Foundation’s aim is to offer places 

only to those prospective pupils who demonstrate that they will be able to take full advantage of the education 

we have to offer.  We are committed to ensuring that admission decisions will be made by a process that is 

free from any discrimination on the grounds of disability, race, ethnic or national origin, gender, religion or 

belief  or lack of such sexual orientation (including transsexual)The school must also feel reasonably sure 

that we are able to educate and develop the prospective pupil to the best of his or her potential and in line 

with general standards achieved by the pupil’s peers, so that there is every chance that the pupil will have a 

happy, fulfilling and successful school career. These aims must continue to be met throughout the pupil’s 

time at the school.  It is of great importance that a parent informs the School on the application form should 

a prospective pupil be disabled under the definition of the Equality Act (2010) and thereby requires special 

arrangements for the Entrance Examination. 

Background 

Wakefield Girls’ High School Junior School is a selective single sex IAPS and GSA day school where girls’ 

achievements in their widest sense are encouraged and celebrated.  We aim to give girls the knowledge, 

skills and understanding to ensure success in their lives beyond WGHS JS and to enable them to be lifelong 

learners. The curriculum is broad offering a range of learning opportunities and enrichment activities. There 

are many extracurricular activities which girls are encouraged to take part in offering the opportunity to 

experience and excel in a range of activities. 

Aim of Admissions Policy 

WGHS Junior School aims to offer places to prospective pupils who will be able to take full advantage of the 

education offered. It welcomes girls from all social, ethnic and cultural backgrounds. 

Process 

At each entry point girls are invited to spend time in the school, and will take age appropriate tests. Parents 

are asked to disclose any psychological assessments, existing medical condition or extra support needed at 

their daughters’ present school. This information will assist the school’s decision. 

Special Educational Needs 

Parents should send a copy of the Educational Psychologist’s Report, if available to the school prior to the 

sitting of the examinations for any candidate who has a Special Educational Need.  Given the length of 

examinations undertaken, it is not practical to allocate additional time to these candidates.  Instead, due 

consideration is given to the Special Educational Need in the marking of all papers.  The Head of the School 

may, however, allocate additional time in exceptional circumstances.  Consideration will also be given by the 

Head when he or she is making decisions on the overall performance of each candidate prior to the issue of 

results. 

Admission of Staff Children 

 Admission of children of Foundation members of staff or Governors to the Foundation’s schools is on the 

same basis as for any other child and is as described in this policy.  

 

 



 

Entry to Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 (Girls ages 4 to 7)   

(Please see a separate Nursery Admissions Policy for girls and boys ages 3 and 4.) 

Entry at 4+ (into Reception) 

Places are offered following a short assessment.  Girls are invited to attend school on the assessment 

morning during the Spring Term, but assessments may take place throughout the year. 

Assessment 

The  assessment  will  look  at  the  academic  level  as  well  as  a  girl’s  personal  and  social development. 

Usually questions will be about sounds, reading simple words, recognition of colours and understanding 

numbers. The assessment will involve anything a child of that age should be able to do and to know. A report 

from the child’s current school or setting will be requested. 

Entry at 5+ and 6+ 

There are usually places for entry at 5+ and 6+ subject to individuals meeting our entry requirements. 

Assessment at 5+ and 6+ (into Years 1 and 2) 

Girls are invited to spend a morning (or a day) to undertake assessments.  These will enable us to ascertain 

how a child compares with pupils already within the year group.  Discussions will take place between the 

Head and staff concerned as to the suitability both academically and socially.  A report from a child’s current 

school will be requested. 

Further to the assessment parents will receive a letter offering their daughter a place if she meets our entry 

requirements.  Returning the acceptance forms and paying a deposit secure the place.  This deposit of £200 

is refunded when a pupil leaves the Foundation. This is usually at age 18. 

Girls who have accepted a place will be invited for a ‘taster’ afternoon to meet their teacher, teaching 

assistants and other pupils in the class. 

In the Summer Term prior to entry parents are invited to a ‘New to Mulberry House’ evening to receive  

information  about  the  school  day,  activities,  uniform  and  hear  about  the  Parent Teacher’s Association 

(Friends of St. John’s House or FOSJH) 

In the Autumn Term we hold annual curriculum evenings which parents also find useful. 

Entry at 7+ (Years 3 – 6) 

Entry at 7+, 8+, 9+ and 10+ is by entrance test.  There is an entrance test day in the Spring Term, but entry 

testing can take place at any time in the academic year, subject to places being available. Girls are tested on 

their potential and where they fit compared to national norms and girls within our school.  This is done by 

using Standardised Scores from Reading and Maths tests. A Non Verbal Reasoning test is undertaken and 

a writing task. A report from a girl’s current school will be requested.   

Girls will spend usually a day at the school on the entrance test day in January or if assessed outside this 

time. Parents are asked to disclose any psychological assessments, existing medical condition or extra 

support needed at their daughters’ present school.  This information will assist the school’s decision. Parents 

are usually informed as soon as possible, and certainly within a week whether a place is being offered or not.  

Any parent wishing to discuss the outcome is welcome to do so, and should make an appointment to see the 

Deputy Head or Head.  There are opportunities for girls who are not successful to be retested at a later date. 

 

 



 

On receipt of a letter offering their daughter a place parents should return the acceptance forms with a deposit 

of £200.  This is refunded when a girl leaves the Foundation (e.g. at the end of Year 13/age 18). 

Girls are invited to ‘Meet the teacher and class’ one afternoon towards the end of the Summer Term if entering 

in September.  Parents are invited to a ‘New to School’ Parents’ Evening during the Summer Term if entry is 

in September.  This is an opportunity to find out about the school day, activities, uniform and the Parent 

Teacher’ Association (Friends of St John’s or FOSJH) 

During the year there are annual ‘Curriculum Evenings’ to talk through our curriculum and residential visits 

for each year group 

Siblings Policy 

There is no priority given to siblings.  Each candidate must be accepted on their own merit. 

Staff Children 

Daughters of members of staff at schools in the Foundation will undergo the same procedure as other 

applicants. 

Transfer from WGHS Junior School to Senior School 

Girls in Year 6 have auto progression into the Senior School. This means all girls in the Junior School will be 

offered a place in the Senior School. If there are any concerns about a pupil’s ability to cope academically 

these concerns will be discussed with parents and it is their choice to accept or decline the place offered. In 

the Spring Term the girls in the Junior School sit the Senior School Entrance Test, and their performance in 

the entrance papers provides the Senior School with useful baseline data and is also used to 

award scholarships. They sit Maths and English papers to indicate levels of ability.  They also take papers to 

test powers of verbal and non-verbal reasoning. 

Financial Support 

The fees may be paid annually, termly or monthly.  These include all tuition, books, day visits and lunches. 

The only extra costs for girls in the Junior Department are for residential visits, music instrumental lessons 

and some clubs run by outside groups e.g. fencing, martial arts, dance and charity fund raising. 

There are a number of Foundation Awards (Bursaries) available to candidates who meet the school’s 

entrance criteria and also qualify as a result of a means-tested financial assessment. The awards are usually 

25% or 50% discount off the annual school fees. There is the equivalent of two free places awarded each 

year. Full details are available from the Governors’ Office. 

Tours of the School 

Prospective parents should contact the school office to arrange a tour of the school.  These can be arranged 

at almost any time and parents are not restricted to only visiting the school on Open Days. 
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