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From Junior Section to Sixth Form, keeping you up to date 
with everything at QEGS.

Friday 1st October 2021

 

Inside this issue...

Our Young Historians achieve competition success!

Our Senior Section rugby teams get back to 
winning ways...

Our Junior Section boys collect lots of Harvest 
Festival donations!

Nathesh raises a whopping £600 for the
Ceylon Cricket Foundation!
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Welcome from the 
Estates Team

joined QEGS in 2019 in the role of Estates Manager for 
Wakefield Grammar School Foundation responsible for 
ensuring the good condition, presentation and 

maintenance of the estate. The key duties include 
management of the estates team, lettings, hard and 
soft services, efficient running of all plant, property and 
grounds as well as running an effective maintenance 
programme for the schools and Almshouses. Other 
specific tasks are to assist the Heads and Governors with 
strategic estates planning and manage the execution of 
capital projects. It is impossible to do all the tasks on my 
own, so my role is to help people understand what we 
aim to do and buy into the goals as a collective. Including 
the cleaning staff, which are an extension of our team, we 
have 55 staff. The team ranges from, grounds team, 
joiners, caretakers (WGHS), Porters (QEGS), Cleaning 
Manager, Site Manager and Compliance, Health & Safety 
Manager. 

Estates Team update on what works/projects that 
have been completed at QEGS over the summer 
period?

Surface water drainage clearing and 
testing.

Cyclical compliance maintenance 
schedule completed – Fire systems, gate 
access, CCTV, Water testing and 
monitoring, Lifts, Intruder systems, gas, 
electrical, M&E etc.

Various small roofing works.

Completing fire risk assessments.

Building Lightning conductor remedial 
works.

Electrical fixed wiring works.

Alongside the works at QEGS, we had 
management and oversight of a number 
of projects across the Estate, including 
Clayton Site Management, WGHS projects, 
Grounds playing fields and getting the 
new Pre-Prep School refurbished within 
the tight timeframes provided. 

I

Replaced and upgraded the windows in Queens 
Block.

Refurbished the main building reception area and 
offices.

Decorated, retrofitted LED lighting and fitted new 
flooring in Music, Maths, Politics classrooms, Biology 
lobby area and various offices through the site.

New playground markings at the Junior Section.

New educational wall art installed within the 
Chemistry, Maths, English and Languages department 
corridors.

Stonework replacement and repairs to the main and 
1891 buildings.

New external handrails and wall railings installed.

All external signage updated to incorporate the new 
foundation three-badge logo.

Legionella flushing programme.

The biggest challenge to date has been Covid-19. I was fortunate that I worked through the pandemic, which was 
very challenging in maintaining our buildings, employees, health and safety and the new ways of working. Like 
most people, we have been preparing and changing plans based on the government’s guidance. Trying to get that 
right has certainly been a task!

Outside work, my life involves my family; my wife Kerre and two daughters all keep me more than occupied during 
any free time that I have. I play golf badly and endure the constant frustration of following Stoke City  Football 
Club. Otherwise, I try to fit in as much time walking in the hills as possible.

Kent Oliver - Cave
Foundation Estates Manager

Junior Section
News

t’s been a busy couple of weeks since the last 
bulletin with many events taking place. Our 
first house event of the year, the Inter House 
General Knowledge, was won by Savile with 

Thomas Wood, the Savile House Captain, lifting 
the (slightly sinister-looking) General Knowledge 
trophy. I did my best to get around each year 
group’s quiz and the questions certainly covered 
a broad spectrum, ranging from, “What was the 
name of Henry VIII’s 6th wife?” to, “What is the 
name of the pub in Coronation Street?” (answers 
on a postcard, please!)

I

A huge thank you to everyone involved.

Continuing with the theme of charity, Nathesh 
Nanthakumar in Year 6 has raised over £600 for the Ceylon 
Cricket Foundation by completing a 50km charity run/walk 
during the month of September! 

 

The PTA held a very enjoyable Coffee & Cake 
Afternoon in aid of Macmillan Cancer Support 
and it was great to see so many people attend. 
The addition of seating on the lawn proved 
popular and a total of £534.54 was raised on the 
day which I think is a record for this event. 
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The last time he visited Sri Lanka, Nathesh saw some 
boys playing cricket on the street without proper bats, 
shoes or other equipment - it made him want to help 
so he decided to raise money through his charity 
challenge. The longest run/walk he did was 11km and 
he spent his birthday completing one of the runs. This 
is a fantastic achievement and such a thoughtful thing 
to do - a huge well done from me, Nathesh!

I was incredibly impressed and the poem is published 
below:

In the fields there are fruit, vegetables and corn,
Where healthy food is born.
Shoots sprouting from the ground,
Soon to be fruits and vegetables all around.
From leafy greens,
To fruits, everywhere to be seen.
We are lucky to have all this food,
Harvested under the full moon,
But some people are in need
Of other people who are willing to do a good deed.
So let’s have a happy harvest,
And make this, the largest!

On the subject of growing produce, we have signed up 
to the Morrison’s Good to Grow Scheme so please get 
collecting those tokens so that we inspire some more 
budding Monty Dons next year!

After his final run, 
Nathesh said:

When I started to go running for the first 
time, I felt exhausted for a few days but 
after that my stamina and fitness levels have 
improved a lot and it feels great after doing  
the running. I feel satisfied that I have done 
something for boys like me who love to play 
cricket. I will still keep up doing it and 
maybe I might help another charity later on. 
I’m also really looking forward to the 
Children in Need Charity Walk organised by 
Mrs Roberts for this Sunday.

 

Another huge thank you for all the donations that 
went towards our Harvest Festival which took place on 
Tuesday. It was amazing to see the generosity of our 
wonderful parents and I’d like to give a special 
mention to those who wrapped small gifts for children 
to enjoy at Christmas. These donations have been 
delivered to Variety Yorkshire who will use them to 
make Christmas as special as possible for many 
children across the region. 

As a lovely addition, Mrs Roddy and the Gardening 
Club boys displayed the fruits of their labour - they 
were certainly very proud of the vegetables they had 
grown but the humongous pumpkin lives on to grow 
for a few more weeks yet!  

 

During the Harvest Festival Assembly, I explained the 
history and tradition of harvest celebrations, including 
the timing of the festival being linked to the autumn 
equinox and the ‘harvest moon’. I was delighted to find 
Aurav Vinta knocking on my door the very next day 
with a poem he had written which was linked to this. 

 

 

The Year 2 boys have settled in well and it was lovely to 
be able to welcome the Year 2 parents into school for 
the curriculum evening on Monday. I hope you found 
the evening helpful and please do get in contact any 
time if you have any questions. 

 

The Year 4 boys have been away on their 
Residential this week so I look forward to hearing 
about their exploits in the National Forest and whether 
Mr Charlesowrth could contain his excitement during 
the trip on a steam locomotive...I suspect not.

 

I am very excited to be joining the Year 5 boys on next 
week’s Residential to The National Mountain Centre in 
Plas y Brenin, Wales. This really is an amazing centre 
and the boys will have a fantastic time.

And finally, we will be holding our Charity Day on the 
last day of this half term and I am pleased to be able to 
reveal that the theme will be…..Inspirational People. 
The inspiration for this came from the first assembly of 
the term when I spoke about my two most inspirational 
people from the summer of sport. A letter has been 
sent out to explain the day (as I am aware we have not 
had a ‘normal’ Charity Day for some time and some 
boys and parents will not be familiar with it) so good 
luck with the costumes and I look forward to seeing the 
weird and wonderful creations on the day.

Mr Thompson - Cave



Forest 
School Sessions
Sessions can also be found in the 
‘QEGS JS Calendar’ on Firefly.

Wed 6 Oct - 4D
Wed 13 Oct - 3R
Wed 3 Nov - 4C
Wed 10 Nov - 3P
Wed 17 Nov - 4D
Wed 24 Nov - 3R
Wed 1 Dec - 4C
Wed 8 Dec - 3P
Wed 15 Dec - 4D
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Junior 
Section Housepoints

Week 3 Most House Points for their Year group

Year 2

Year 3

Year 4

Cherry Manjunath 

Oscar Howell

William Jones

Year 5 Charlie Brammah

Year 6 Ayo Fasae

Regulation school coats and woolly hats should be worn 
when boys are travelling to and from school. All boys 
should now have their full school coat in school as, 
whenever possible, we will be outside for break times. 1st

2nd

3rd

Freeston - 236

Savile - 226 

Bentley - 235

4th Cave - 219

Winter Coats and Woolly Hats

Morrisons Good to Grow

The Junior Section are collecting Morrisons ‘good to grow’ 
tokens. If you download the Mymorrisons app you can sign 
up and collect tokens for us each time that you shop in 
store or online. We will then be able to cash in our tokens 
for gardening equipment in the spring term that we will 
use both in school and in our Gardening Club. This offer 
is only on for a limited time so please sign up and assign 
your MyMorrisons to our school. 

Mrs Roddy - Savile

Bags 2 School

The PTA will be holding a Bags 2 School 
collection straight after half term on 2nd and 
3rd November. Bags will be sent home soon 
so please have a good clear out and help 
us raise some money for the projects that 
we have planned for this year. Bags can be 
dropped off between 8.00 - 9.00am on these 
days at the black door at the top of Westfield 
Road.

Extra Curricular Clubs

It has been fantastic to see how excited the 
boys are about the extensive number and 
range of extra-curricular activities on offer this 
term. With the removal of bubbles it has 
allowed us to greatly increase the opportunities 
for all boys. Having choirs back singing, sports 
squads practicing out on the fields and in the 
pool, classrooms full of chess players and 
many, many other clubs going on, has really 
helped school feel more ‘normal’ since the start 
of term. As always extra-curricular clubs look 
to introduce, foster and extend boys’ talents 
in areas in which they are interested. To get a 
full flavour of the extra-curricular opportunities 
in the JS please click the link below to view the 
options available to each year group.

https://qj-wgsf.fireflycloud.net/clubs-lists/
club-list---autumn-term-2021  

Photo
of the Week 

https://qj-wgsf.fireflycloud.net/clubs-lists/club-list---autumn-term-2021
https://qj-wgsf.fireflycloud.net/clubs-lists/club-list---autumn-term-2021
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Key Dates

11 Nov   HMC Cross Country at  
   Barlborough Hall

12 Nov   U10 Rugby v St Peters 

15 Nov   Anti Bullying Week 

16 Nov   HMC Chess 

19 Nov   U11 Rugby v St Peters

19 Nov   Founders’ Day 

19 Nov   International Men’s Day
 
23 Nov   U9 Rugby v St Peters
 
26 Nov   U10/ U11 Rugby v GSAL
 
1 Dec    Warwick Rugby Festival

13 Dec   JS Carol Service  

29 Sep - 1 Oct  Y4 Residential to National Forest
 
5 - 8 Oct  Y5 Residential to PYB

8 Oct   Foundation Wide 
  Non Uniform Day
 
12 Oct   School Council Meeting
 
13 Oct  Y4/Y5/Y6 Rugby v Aysgarth
 
15 Oct  Charity Day
 
01 Nov  Flu Vaccination

2 Nov  Bags 2 School

3 Nov  Bags 2 School

6 Nov   Harrison Cup
 
10 Nov  U11 HMC Rugby at GSAL 

YOU’LL LIKE THE WAY OUR

OPEN DAY

AND OPENS DOORS

OPENS MINDS
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Senior Section
News

he start of any new academic year and ‘winter sports 
seasons’ is always an exciting time, as the students 
return to their school sports following the summer 

break. This year has been particularly special for obvious 
reasons; we were always aware that the students were 
looking forward to getting back to normal, however we’ve 
been unbelievably impressed with the way in which 
everyone involved has started their respective activities. 

T

The rugby season got underway the week before the start 
of term with pre-season training and the King’s School 
Macclesfield Festival, in which the U18 squad (Yr12 & 
13) students played against Cheadle Hulme, Solihull and 
Hymers. All 27 players played at least half of the total time 
available and whilst no scores were officially recorded, the 
squad put in three excellent performances and 
demonstrated their potential for the forthcoming season. 
The following Saturday, which is traditionally the first 
weekend of the season, gave us the opportunity to get the 
entire QEGS Rugby Club together for a training morning 
across all age groups. Having already started their 
competitive fixtures the senior squads welcomed 
Woodhouse Grove School for a joint training morning, 
which included two training games (U16/17 & U17/18). 
Whilst there’s a longstanding rivalry between the two 
schools, everyone involved approached both the training 
sessions and games extremely positively and 
productively, ensuring a very worthwhile experience for all. 
We look forward to what we are sure will be an excellent 
block of fixtures against Woodhouse Grove later on in the 
season. Over the following fortnight we had two block 
fixtures against The Kings School Macclesfield and St 
Peters York, in which all squads made an encouraging 
start to the season. 

U18 National Cup
On Wednesday the 1st XV faced local rivals GSAL 
in the first round of the U18 National Schools Cup. 
Whilst the windy conditions always meant it would 
be very much a game of two halves, the QEGS 
team responded to the conditions and controlled 
territory and possession in the first and second 
halves respectively. The QEGS team always looked 
dangerous with the ball in hand and an excellent 
defensive effort kept the visitors to just 3 points 
until the final 10 minutes. Unfortunately, a brief 
lapse in concentration resulted in 2 quick tries for 
the visitors, however our overall performance was 
strong enough to result in a 30 -17 victory. 

U15 National Cup
Tuesday 28th September saw the first round 
of the U15 National Cup at home against 
Rodillian Academy, a local school with a 
strong rugby programme. In the lead up to 
this match, the U15 squad had great 
performances. 

The conditions for both sides were tough to 
play in with wind and torrential rain, 
resulting in a very stop start game, with 
many skill errors with both teams. Rodillian 
scored first and the game was a real arm 
wrestle for both sides, with no team getting 
a strong foothold. QEGS responded well and 
began to keep possession of the ball better, 
which resulted in some added pressure, 
eventually leading to points. Rodillian were 
always a threat and the QEGS’ defensive 
effort and character was massive in order to 
keep the scoreline in our favour. 

There was an injury to a Rodillian player (we 
wish him a speedy recovery), which resulted 
in moving pitches for the last five minutes. In 
this time some gainline success in attack and 
quick ball resulted in a great attacking play 
for the final try to secure the victory 17-10 to 
QEGS. 

The squad should be commended for their 
character and grit to grind out a tough 
victory against a good side. We look forward 
to playing them again later in the season as 
well as the next round of the National Cup.

Rugby

 

Tait 10s Summary:
We arrived at the school playing fields at 7:55 and 
by 8:00 we were underway! After a 1:45 minibus 
journey we turned up in plenty of time. Due to the 
fact that RGS Newcastle didn’t turn up, our first 
game was at 11:10 against Durham School which 
we won 40-0.

Subsequent to a 30 minute rest we played Ashville 
- the game finished 15-0 with tries from Ashton 
Murray and William Priest. After our incredible re-
sults, we topped our group which meant we were 
seeded into the top group for the afternoon. 

In the afternoon we played Woodhouse Grove 
first; we won this game 25-0 after incredible 
defence and some outstanding carries and rucks. 
Moving on to our next game, we would face a 
strong Rodillian Academy side however they were 
no match for the mighty QEGS after a hard fought 
game we won 15-5 conceding our first of the 
tournament. 

U12 Tait 10s
The U12 also recently played in the Tait 10s at Barnard Castle and showed the future of QEGS rugby looks 
to be in very good shape. The following report provides a fantastic summary of the day. 

 

Our final game of the day would be against a strong 
Hymers side, who held us to a draw two years ago 
and after a brilliant game, we were edged out with a 
10-5 loss. 

To briefly summarise everything that has been stated, 
we had an incredible tournament and we fought 
hard, stuck together and played our black and gold 
socks off, even in defeat, as all QEGS boys should do.

Joshua Timmons - Bentley
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Young Historian 
of the Year 2021

uring the summer holidays, a number of QEGS 
boys entered the Historical Association’s Young 
Historian of the Year competition - a national essay 

competition that has two categories (Key Stage 3 and 
Senior) and involves researching and writing about 20th 
century history. This year, there were record numbers of 
entries including entrants from Canada and India, and yet, 
as a school, we did very well. 

Christopher Barnett and Ilyas Formuli deserve a special 
mention having written excellent essays that just missed 
out on the top prizes. However, in the Key Stage 3 cate-
gory, both Ayan Sinha and Charlie Newton were awarded 
“highly commended” certificates for outstanding work, as 
was Christopher Poulios in the Senior category.

D
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The success did not stop there. In the Key 
Stage 3 category, James Madison actually 
won the competition with his essay on the 
World War Two D-Day landings and Arthur 
Broadbent went on to win the Senior 
category with his work on the Chindits’ 
campaign in Burma. 

Firstly, can I take this opportunity to say how 
fantastic it is to be back on the turf and judging by 
the atmosphere, the boys and staff have missed 
the QEGS Hockey Club. It has also reinforced how 
valuable sport and PE are to our boys and I would 
encourage all year groups to reference the training 
schedule below and get involved! 
 
With the official ‘hockey term’ starting after 
Christmas, the boys have spent the opening weeks 
of term with a mix of training and fixtures against 
old rivals and local opposition. 

The 1st XI opened their season with a 3-2 loss at 
home to Hall Cross; the team were excellent in 
possession but we will be focussing on structure 
and shape out of possession in the coming weeks, 
in preparation for Egglescliffe after October half 
term. 

The U16 had a tough start with a 5-1 loss at home 
to Yarm. It is worth noting that we had many key 
players missing and after only one training session 
there were many positives to take moving forward 
before we play Egglesciffe School at home in 
November. 

The U15 team also had a tough start to the season 
away to Yarm losing 7-1 but we have been 
impressed with how they have bounced back in 
training and look forward to seeing their 
progression at home to Kettlethorpe on the 5th of 
November. 

The U14 will open their account away to Hall Cross 
on November the 11th so keep your eyes on the 
schools social media accounts for the results.  
The U12 and U13 sides will play their first matches 
after half term. With so much time missed and as 
I stated earlier, hockey being played in the Spring 
Term by most schools, we will be using the second 
half of the Autumn Term to give the boys their first 
competitive games for the school. Again, we have 
been impressed with the attitude and quality in 
training and look forward to working with the boys 
in the coming weeks and months. 

Training: All KS3 and U15 sessions are at College 
Grove 

Staff i/c: 
U12 Dr. Rhodes
U13 Mr Stiff
U14 Mr Lister 
U15 Mr Binney 
U16 Mr Berry 
1st XI Mr Leask

Tuesday 
U16 & 1st XI 1-1.45pm 
U13 & U14 training 4-5.15pm College Grove
 
Wednesday
U12 1-1.45pm 
QED
 
Thursday 
U15 (U13 and U14 boys are also welcome at this 
sessions) 4-5.15pm

Mr Leask - Cave
Director Hockey

Hockey

Cross Country

The Cross-Country season is underway with the 
QEGS school run results in. A traditional event 
where the boys all run a route around the playing 
fields in their PE lessons, well done to all of the 
boys for their hard work and effort.

The first events are in the Wakefield League, with 
QEGS hosting the first round, Outwood Academy 
the second and Kings Pontefract the third. All 
of this information is on the firefly page and we 
encourage all boys who wish to run to compete in 
these events. 

The ESAA Cross country Cup first round 
announcement is imminent and training for any 
boys who wish to run is on Thursday lunchtime at 
the senior playing fields with CH.

This is the first time in the competition’s 26 
year history that the same school has swept 
the board and won both categories in the 
same year, a truly remarkable achievement. 
To add to this, Arthur Broadbent was also 
awarded the General Martin prize (named 
after the D-Day veteran and founder of the 
Spirit of Normandy Trust) for exemplary 
work after his essay was chosen by the 
granddaughters of Major General Peter 
Martin.

On Monday 27th September a group of 18 D&T 
students, as well as some parents, attended an 
interactive seminar hosted by Dyson Principal 
Engineer Ben Edmonds. 

The seminar focused on the theme of 
innovation and how designers can create 
opportunities for themselves by observing the 
world around them. Ben spoke vigorously about 
the need for students to “have a go” at creating, 
making and experimenting, rather than being 
afraid of the “what if’s” of failure. 

Students left engaged and inspired to go on 
to become the inventors and creators of the 
future.

Mr Everett - Savile



The day of all my hopes and wonders had finally arrived; I walked over to the yard where I saw 

dozens of people excited about the trip. 

After being led to our coaches and sitting down, I could feel the thrill and joy of the journey 

ahead of us. Half way into the journey, I could see the breath-taking view of the jagged 

mountains and the glorious, vast open fields. When arriving at the YMCA national centre, I was 

in shock at how exquisite and magnificent the building and the surrounding area was. After 

exploring the inside of the building, we were assigned our first activity which was an obstacle 

course (my favourite).

Now, if you know me, I’m scared of heights and this wasn’t the best since the majority of the 

obstacle course was quite high. The course consisted of some balancing challenges, climbing 

challenges and challenges which required teamwork. At the end of the course, I was quite 

nervous for what the next activity would be but luckily, my nervousness lowered when I realised 

the next activity would be raft building. After exploring the depths of the river and having an 

enjoyable swim with my friends, the first day of the forever memorable trip had ended.

After waking up from a splendid sleep, I went to the cafeteria where the smell of sausages and 

hash brown filled up the area which made me immediately fill up my plate without a doubt. With 

my stomach filled up, I went to my instructor to be told we were canoeing and kayaking for the 

day. Hearing this news, I imagine the fun and enjoyment this would be as it was my first time 

experiencing these activities. After hours of enjoyment, we had completed our second day at 

Lakeside.

Knowing that Wednesday was the last day, I swiftly jumped out of bed, did my normal morning 

routine and was ready for the last activity. I was confused when I heard that our last activity was 

the king swing. I realised what it meant when we had reached the destination. It was a huge, 

high swing where you would be swung from and to make my heart race even more, it was on top 

of a little cliff. When going to the top, the view was beautiful. After experiencing this amazing 

moment, we were told that our time here at Lakeside had ended.

I will remember every moment of this incredible trip. 

My expectations were very high.I felt ready to test 
my abilities on all the things we were going to do. 

As I packed my case I felt excited but also sad to be 
away from my family. When I arrived at school I felt 
ready to get on the coach to the famous lake district. 
On the coach I felt happy and it was nice to see the 
amazing views.

My first impression of the centre was amazing 
because it looked really modern and big. My favourite 
session on the first day was the King’s when we went 
really high on a swing that was connected by a hoard 
of cables and ropes. We had to wear harnesses and 
gloves for protection. In the evening we had a really 
fun quiz and we had hot chocolate and cookies. That 
was my favourite part of the night. 

On Tuesday I felt really happy and I was ready to test 
my skills on even more activities. It was really 
enjoyable to get to know Jacob, our instructor, better. 
My funniest moment was when our raft failed to get 
on the water. Mr Affleck’s entertainment was really 
fun and enjoyable. When I started to pack for home I 
was really sad and happy at the same time. 

On the last day of the trip we did archery and I nearly 
hit the bullseye. My lasting memories of this trip will 
be the instructors and the amazing lake.

Zidan Mirza

Harry Boswell

After listening to Mrs. Ramsden and the Y9 mentors talk about the Residential, my expectations were in the hyperbolic realm. I 
thought it would be this incredible place where we slept in tents and did all sorts of things with a wide range of 
activities. Even so, I wasn’t let down.

Because of the kind staff, great food, and beautiful landscape, I quickly settled into the comfortable rooms and had a map both on 
paper and in my mind.

On the first day, my favourite activity was group canoeing. Learning to cooperate in order to produce good products reveals endless 
wonders about the power of teamwork. But of course, as the trip came to an end, I was wishing that we could stay for just a little 
longer.

Even still, my lasting memories would be in the rooms and everywhere I was with my colleagues. 
Getting to know each and every one of them, their strengths and their weaknesses, their likes 
and dislikes, was an incredible, once-in-a-lifetime experience that I will never forget. Emmanuel Richards

A Year 9 came and talked to us about what the trip was 
like and what to expect; he was talking about the activities 
and most importantly when we had to wake up, which was 
around 7:30.

My expectations for the trip was that I would go and get 
bored really easily but lucky for me I was busy ALL the time 
yet still didn’t feel stressed and just being there felt very 
comfortable.

I had to pack my suitcase and it took me FOREVER because 
we needed so much more than we were going to actually use 
but I did it anyway and felt a HUGE sigh of relief when I had 
finally packed.

On the coach ride we had to sit there for 3 hours because 
even though it meant to be 2 hours there was a realy long 
traffic jam but lucky for me I slept for 2 hours and missed 
the majority of the ride and I made sure to repeat this on the 
way back.

Once we arrived at the Lakeside we were all astonished at the 
landscape and how they had built a whole building which was 
made entirely of sustainable products like timber and slate. 
Lakeside is unsurprisingly next to a huge Lake called Lake 
Windermere in the (you guessed it) Lake District. 
Windermere is massive and is the biggest lake in England 
and the longest.

Once we settled in our rooms and met the people we were 
sleeping with, we were requested to come outside and go to 
our first activity which for me was ‘Initiation’ where we did 
puzzles and it helped us establish teamwork for the rest of 
the trip.

I have noticed that this trip did a really good job at 
introducing us to teamwork and I feel as though I have made 
new friends on the trip and have got to see people who I have 
only seen at school show much more personality. Because 
I am new I have only really talked to people in my form and 
with this trip I have seen new people. I feel as though I view 
them as friends more than I view them as classmates. 

Jacob Ashton
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The Return
of QED

Although QED has now been running at the school 
for 9 years, breaking out of the restrictions  that 
left us all confined to base has given it a new lease 
of life and boys are really enjoying having the 
opportunity to add an extracurricular dimension to 
their school lives. Back on the menu are old 
favourites like snowsport and rock climbing; 
cookery and baking remain a popular choice with 
boys in every year group, Dungeons and Dragons, 
and Time Commanders continue to have huge 
appeal. This year we have slightly tweaked the 
programme so that boys must opt for Qs which 
cover a range of skills which we believe to be 
important in the 21st century; we have also 
assigned specific activities to certain year groups 
so that boys always have something to look 
forward to that they have not done in previous 
years. A huge vote of thanks goes out to the 
talented staff at QEGS whose passion for their own 
hobbies enthuses and inspires our students to get 
involved with such a huge range of activities that, 
quite simply, many would not have the opportunity 
to do at other schools. Look out for the falconers, 
bushcraft instructors, board gamers and the queue 
inducing bell target practice that will be showcased 
at our Open Morning on 9th October.

Cathy Palin - Freeston
Assistant Headteacher

Culinary Skills
Club

I decided to launch the Culinary Skills Club due to an 
overwhelming demand from the boys to participate in 
baking and cooking activities. Within 10 minutes of 
sending the information to parents, the club was 
oversubscribed!

Over the course of a term, boys will learn some basic skills 
required in both the baking and cooking of classic recipes, 
ones which I hope they will find useful as time progresses. 
The launch has proved hugely popular and Tuesday 21st 
September saw the inaugural session where boys from 
years 8 to 11 enthusiastically baked biscuits, with a couple 
of year 12 helpers and a senior prefect on standby. 

In the second session the year 7 boys, back from their 
Windermere adventures, joined in and learnt the art of 
bechamel sauce. Cooking aromas and sounds of 
enthusiasm filled the kitchens as the boys honed their 
culinary skills and succeeded with their mac ‘n cheese 
endeavours.  

A sincere thanks to all those who have supported the 
start-up of the club: the parents’ association and 
Mr Shevill for agreeing to contribute towards new 
equipment, staff (you know who you are) and my sixth 
form volunteer helpers (Noah, Niall, James and Musa).

Ms Allen - Cave

In My Own Words...
WithCharlie

Over the last three years, I have been training and have become a 
qualified solo Glider pilot. Put simply, gliding is flying a plane in the 
same way birds do, without an engine. With an average cruising 
speed of about 51mph, I can glide around York, over the city and 
over the countryside.

I got a flight experience in a glider about 3 years ago for my birthday, 
and I have to admit, I was petrified. But since the moment I landed, 
I’ve loved flying ever since. In April this year (at the age of 14), I 
qualified solo (fly by myself with no instructor in the back). Overall, I 
have got just under 27 hours of flight time. 

I have completed my bronze flying assessment and 
am now on single seater gliders. It is one of the most 
relaxing experiences in the world with it being almost 
silent up at 3,000 feet - I love every second of it.
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This year, the whole competition was  staged online via 
‘Lichess’, I learnt a lot - both mentally and tactically as the 
games were 10 minutes long with a 5 second increment for 
each move made. There were 4 teams from my club 
(Alwoodley) and I was given the responsibility to play on 
board two out of four players in the 1st Team. 

As a group, we played against clubs from England, Scotland, 
Wales and Northern Ireland. In general, it was time-
consuming work to say the least! At times, the preparation 
for my opponent would range from analysing the opening 
they preferred the most (for both the black and white 
pieces) to working on middlegame theory and basic 
offensive and defensive gameplay. This process not only 
improved my chess but built up the patience tolerance 
required to ‘out-think’ my opponents. 

After 7 rounds which consisted of 2 games each, I made it 
to the semi-final along with my other teammates. Together, 
we each developed momentum and a fabulous run of form 
after emerging victorious in 6 out of the 7 rounds in the 
knock-stages. These attributes  would prove vital in the 
latter stages of the tournament as the opponents were 
tougher and more resilient, meaning I had to work 
extremely hard to convert a positional advantage into a 
winning endgame. 

During the semi-final, I was subject to an hour of laborious 
but worthwhile work in games in which I played the 
English Opening with white and the Nimzo-Indian Defense 
as black. Thankfully, I won both and given the 
insurmountable support from the rest of the team, we 
progressed to the final against a team who outrated us 
all by some distance. However, the tactical and aggressive 
nature within me permeated through and after crushing my 
opponent’s French Defense, I eventually held out for a draw 
in the Larsen’s Opening. 

The rest of my teammates battled on and we won the whole 
competition. Overall, it was a fantastic result where I learnt 
so much!

Aditya K - Year 11
Freeston

The ‘4th National 
Chess Championship’ 

As restrictions are lifted, I am looking forward to 
returning to our normal expedition programme for 
the 2022 season. But we’re not there yet. However, 
to support our lads in completing their DIY 
expeditions (details on Firefly!) some autumn day 
walks in local countryside have been planned 
for boys in Y11 to 13. These day walks will count 
towards any Award level. Boys should note that 
the DIY expedition arrangements expire on 31st 
December, so should take advantage of the 
opportunity whilst it’s available.

There’s still time for boys in Y10 to take up the 
challenge of the Bronze Award. Email the school 
office and your son can be added to the scheme. 
Expeditions at Dalesbridge are booked for 2022 
and Y10 will hopefully be the first cohort of boys to 
enjoy group expeditions away from home since the 
start of the pandemic.

Similarly, expeditions to support Silver and Gold 
candidates are planned for summer 2022, but boys 
must complete their existing Award level before 
moving up. More information will appear on Firefly 
in due course.

Congratulations to all those that have managed to 
complete an Award under lockdown conditions!

Mr McWilliam - Savile
Duke of Edinburgh Centre Coordinator

My son joined QEGS in Year 7, he is now in Year 12. 
I went along to the AGM all those years ago following 
a chance conversation with a hockey mum who was 
also on the PA. I entered the Sixth Form Centre to a 
sea of friendly faces and welcoming hellos. Since then 
we have welcomed many new members to the team 
throughout the year. For me it very quickly became 
clear that there were lots of opportunities to get 
involved and that people dipped in and out depending 
on their availability or skills.

While we do have a few key roles that people take on 
such as secretary, catering liaison, treasurer, the most 
important roles are those supporting at events. This 
can range from serving drinks at the Summer and 
Christmas music concerts, chatting with new parents 
on open day and transition day or supporting the 
Antiques Fair that, in normal times, we run twice a 
year and have done for over 30 years. We do all love 
to have a cuppa and a natter too. The funds we raise 
from events go to support boys across the school 
from buying table tennis tables to cameras, Duke of 
Edinburgh equipment to new sound systems for the 
QE Hall. The next event is the Y7 and 8 Bowling at 
Barnsley on the 20th November and we would love to 
see you there.

I echo the comments made by Anna, the departing 
Chair, in the summer issue about the friendships 
made through the PA. No matter what year your son is 
in, if you have just a little time on your hands to join us 
you`ll be made very welcome and it is always greatly 
appreciated by the team and school.

If you would like to get involved, or just have a chat to 
find out more, please email or call the school office 
leaving your contact details and we will be in touch.

Caroline Thomas
Chair QEGS PA

Duke of Edinburgh

A seasoned crew of climbers from Y9 to Y13 are 
now back at City Bloc on Thursdays after school. 
This extracurricular club gives boys the 
opportunity to free climb on simulated rock 
over crash mats. There are numerous colour 
coded problems of increasing difficulty available 
to keep all capabilities busy. City Bloc 
Instructors are on hand to offer professional 
guidance, with enthusiastic suggestions also 
available from the teachers! (Miss Loftus, Mr 
Higgins and Mr McWilliam)

A Message From the PA

Bouldering at City Bloc
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We are yet to fill the Year 9 and 10 house captain roles so any interested Bentleys should see me if you are 
interested!

This week’s challenge for the Brilliant Bentleys is to come up with a house slogan. We’ve had some excellent 
suggestions already. So remember to get your ideas in as soon as possible. There will be prizes!

Ms Chatterton
House Leader - Bentley

House
Matters

The new House system that was introduced 
during the Summer term last year has created 
a real buzz around school. It is great to see 
a number of house competitions being put 
in place already and a large number of boys 
putting themselves forward for House Captain 
roles. There was a gruelling selection process 
for our Year 13 Heads of House but after an 
‘Apprentice style’ interview process they have 
been selected and are doing a fantastic job of 
leading their houses so far. 

The summer term got underway to a 
successful start with the staff inter-house 
competition. They took part in a variety of 
exciting challenges ranging from croquet (Well 
done Mr Higgins for a first place for Bentley) to 
rounders and bake off. Bentley were close to 
victory but were pipped at the post by Savile 
in a very competitive tug of war final! A huge 
thank you to all staff for taking part and for 
showing enthusiasm for their houses. 

At QEGS Juniors, Bentley started the term well 
by winning the JS house points total award on 
the first week back. They also took part in the 
House general knowledge quiz, unfortunately 
Bentley was unsuccessful but they tried their 
hardest! Well done to the Bentley team and all 
that took part.

This week saw the first of our House 
assemblies. An exciting week for all involved 
and well done to all the House Leaders and 
Year 13 Heads of House for their hard work. 
The standards have been set high and let the 
competitions begin. But remember… The 
Bentley assembly was the best assembly ever! 
Shhhh!

The next house competition for QEGS is Dr 
Winborn’s ‘House Poetry Competition’. It is 
open to all year groups, with a different winner 
being chosen for each Key Stage. 

The students need to choose one of the poems on the 
wall in the English Corridor (just outside E2), and write 
no more than 100 words in response to it, 
explaining ‘What This Poem Means To Me’. Remember 
the deadline is 4pm on the last day before Half 
Term. The winner in each Key Stage will be the student 
who writes the most original or imaginative response!

Bentley are pleased to announce that the following 
Year group House Captains have been selected:

Year 13
Head of House - Will Gillespie
Deputy Head of House - Tommy Nyatsanza

Year 12
Assistant Head of House - Dan McCourt
Assistant Head of House - Connor SIngleton

Year 11
House Captain - Will Fyfe
Vice Captain - Ciaran Reeves

Year 8 
House Captain - Jack Norvelle
Vice Captain- Rayaan Shazard

Year 7
House Captain - William Priest
Vice Captain - Alexander Bennett
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It has been good to see life breathing back into the careers 
department with the return to school and the lifting of covid 
restrictions allowing year groups to mix and welcome back 
visitors.

In recent weeks we have been focusing on finalising the 
university applications for our year 13s who are looking to 
apply to Medicine, Dentistry, Oxford or Cambridge 
university. We have also launched the work experience 
programme with our year 12 students.

The careers lecture series is now in full swing and so far 
we have welcomed Mid-Yorkshire Hospitals to talk to boys 
about the volunteering opportunities on offer to students in 
the 6th form.

This week we welcomed back two Old Savilians, George Vann 
(2008) and Ethan Wainwright (2013) who came in to give an 
overview of their careers and their current roles at Finn, a 
Leeds based marketing agency specialising in Fast Moving 
Consumer Goods.

Careers Update

Next Week...
We will be welcoming Squadron Leader 
Jim Tait who will be talking to boys about the 
opportunities offered by a career in the Royal 
Air Force.



13 Nov  SHINE begins

16 Nov  Jazz Inspire Day

17 Nov  Parents of Y12 - Head’s Breakfast

18 Nov  KS3 & 4 Prizegiving assembly (tbc)

18 Nov  6th Form Open Evening

18 Nov  Y11 Study Leave begins at 4pm

19 Nov  Founders’ Day

19 Nov-2 Dec  Y11 mocks

20 Nov  SHINE at QEGS

20 Nov               Y7 & 8 Bowling at Barnsley Bowl

24 Nov  Parents of Y13 - Head’s Breakfast

25-26 Nov Y8 Residential - Kingswood

26 Nov  Y13 Joint Economics Conference -  
  London

30 Nov  Y7 Pantomime Visit - 
	 	 Wakefield	Theatre

2 Dec  Y12 Parents’ Evening

3 Dec  Y11 return - Work Experience Day

4 Dec  SHINE at QEGS

6 Dec  Senior Citizens’ Christmas Party

7 Dec  Y8 Pantomime at Leeds Playhouse

10 Dec  Carol Service

15-16 Dec Christmas concerts

17 Dec  End of term at 12pm

Key Dates

3 Oct                  KS2 and 3 
  Sponsored walk for CIN

6 -7 Oct Y12 Interim exams

6 Oct  Parents of Y7 - Head’s Breakfast

7 Oct                   National Poetry Day

8 Oct    Non-uniform day - 
	 	 early	finish	at	2.45pm

8 Oct  Marsden Jazz Festival

9 Oct  Open Morning

10 Oct  D of E day walk (1)

13 Oct  Parents of Y8 - Head’s Breakfast

14 Oct   Y7 Form Tutor Evening

15 Oct   D of E day walk (2)

15 Oct  Parents of Y9 - Head’s Breakfast

15 Oct   Break up at 4pm

15-17 Oct Y12 at St Joseph’s Festival
 
1 Nov  School reopens

1 Nov  Flu vaccinations

4 Nov  Y10 Form Tutor Evening

9 Nov  Parents of Y11 - 
  Head’s Breakfast

9 Nov  Y13 Parents’ Evening (1)
 
11 Nov  Remembrance Service

12 Nov  Parents of Y10 - 
  Head’s Breakfast
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Y14 Prizegiving

aving returned to some degree of
 “normality” in school, after serious 

disruption to our normal annual 
programme of events due to COVID 19, we were 
delighted to welcome back Old Savilian Matt Smith 
to present our certificates and prizes, and address 
the boys and parents. Matt went all of the way 
through QEGS from the Junior section, leaving us 
in 2008 to pursue veterinary science at Glasgow. 
He subsequently joined local practice, Donaldsons 
where he has also been seen regularly on TV, most 
recently on The Yorkshire Vet and Five on the Farm!

I have fond memories of Matt in school as a pupil 
and also as one of our talented anglers on the 
annual fishing trip! When he addressed guests at 
the end of the evening having awarded the prizes 
it was clear that he still has the personality to very 
much “fill the room”! He told a number of tales 
of both his time in school and his experience on 
farms - I particularly enjoyed his account of 
removing the wrong “items” on one particular prize 
bull…….

H

 
 

It was a thoroughly enjoyable evening which importantly provided plenty of time for staff, parents and 
the boys to talk to each other in person on the school site and reflect on their time with us which is sadly 
something they have not been able to do for some time. One of the key themes for the evening was also 
the idea that, whilst boys now move on to pastures new to continue their development and education, they 
will always be Old Savilians and we very much hope that they continue to stay in touch and look forward to 
welcoming them back to school in the future. Matt also stressed the importance of keeping an open mind 
and being prepared to grab opportunities that you could never have anticipated which resonated with a 
group of parents and pupils who will feel, right now, that some opportunities in recent months have been 
lost but that hopefully there are now lots more to look forward to. Finally, all here at the school send our 
best wishes to Matt and his partner Katherine who will be getting married next year.

Jim Palin - Savile
Deputy Headmaster


