Wakefield Girls’ High School
Wakefield

Technical Information
A-level
A-level
Course Title

Unit
Code

Awarding
Body

French

7652

AQA

A-level Examinations:
Name

Method of
Assessment

Paper 1
Listening, reading,
writing, translation
into English and
French

Written exam:
2 hours 30
minutes

100 marks:
50%

Paper 2
Writing: essays on
set text(s) &/or film

Written exam:
2 hours

80 marks: 20%

Paper 3
Speaking
including Individual
Research Project

Oral exam: 21–23 60 marks: 30%
minutes (including
5 minutes
preparation time)

WGHS Senior School
(Girls 11-18 years)
Wentworth Street
Wakefield WF1 2QS
Telephone: 01924 372 490
Email: office@wghsss.org.uk
Twitter: @WGHSYorkshire
www.wgsf.org.uk

Course Guide

A-level French

French

Background Knowledge
and Qualifications
You should normally have achieved
at least a grade 6 or above in French
at GCSE and be confident of
achieving a top grade at A-level.
It is, however, vitally important that
you really want to develop your
language beyond what you are
capable of at the moment.
If you answer “yes” to the following
questions, my question to you is not
“Why study French at A-level?”,
but “Why not?”.
— Have you enjoyed French
to GCSE?
— Do you enjoy being able to
communicate in another
language?
— Are you interested in the world
around you?
— Do you want to give yourself an
edge which not many have?

Course Description
The course has been designed to
focus on France and French-speaking
countries and to inspire curiosity
about them. You will learn about
current trends in society, for example
the changing nature of the family,
‘cyber-society’ and the place of
voluntary work today. Also, you
will discover Artistic Culture in the
French-speaking world, for example
contemporary francophone music
and cinema. At A-Level, we will
discuss issues such as the positive
features of a diverse society, what life
is like for the marginalised and how
criminals are treated. We shall also
consider political questions such as
teenagers’ right to vote, the power
of demonstrations and questions
concerning immigration.

Use of Course
and Qualification
It’s true that English has become
a global language but when you
remember that well over four-fifths
of the world’s population does not
speak English, this should make you
think again. English is not enough!
It’s really important that you learn
to speak and understand other
people no matter where they are
from and it is definitely true that
speaking another language really
makes you stand out from the crowd.

In a world where we are ever more
dependent upon other nations to
supply goods and services, solve
political disputes, and ensure
international security, understanding
one another is paramount. We need
to be able to trust and understand,
There will be a study of a film or
to cooperate, negotiate, and
book or two books, translation into
compromise. How can we do this
and from French and throughout the
if we cannot talk to each other?
examination papers proficiency with
Understanding begins with
the grammar is important.
individuals who have the language
abilities to see an insider’s view into
Listening, reading, speaking and
foreign cultures, who can understand
writing skills will become highly
foreign news sources, and give
developed through meeting a wide
insights into other perspectives on
variety of contexts and sources and
international situations and current
exploiting our multi-media facilities as events. Every nation needs such
well as by having increased contact
individuals. A person competent in
with our French Assistant.
other languages can bridge the gap
between cultures, contribute to
international diplomacy, promote
national security and world peace,
and successfully engage in
international trade. This sounds high
flown, but these people are the ones
who have highly developed language
skills: people who have taken their
languages beyond GCSE.

Speaking a foreign language at a
higher level gives you better options
for your future and choosing an
A-level language is a really smart
move if you want a fascinating
subject that offers you a range of
career possibilities and is a lot of fun
along the way. French gives you a
broad range of knowledge and the
skills and qualifications that you gain
from studying a language at this level
are incredibly important tools to have
under your belt.
A-level French complements a whole
variety of subjects – there really isn’t
any it doesn’t work with. You may
need languages for all sorts of career
destinations you may not have
thought of: doctors, psychologists
and lawyers need language skills to
communicate effectively with patients
or clients whether they work in the
UK or overseas; businesswomen,
bankers and entrepreneurs all need
language skills to make deals and
sell products on the global market.
They give you a head start on other
potential employees, as by speaking
another language you’re vital to any
company who does international
business (and there’s a lot of them).
By studying A-level French, you make
yourself stand out.

Student Testimonial
Year 13 student
Proposed University
Course: French

From being a very self-conscious
Year 7, French has helped me grow
into a confident young woman and
allowed me to express myself in
another language, and share my
ideas and thoughts with others.

